
07 /29 /96  16:lO FrlS 515 246 147-1 
I , *  

HITFIELD 
DDY E L.C. 

AlToRNoIS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW 

A. Roger W i t h  William L. Pairbank 
Gary Carely Robert G. Bndgex 
Timothy J. Walker ]ski K. Samuclron 
David L. Phipp6 Kcvln M Reynolds 
Benjamin B. UUcm Thomas H. Burkc 
Robert L. Fanrer Thomas Hrnderron 
B e m d  L. Spaelh 11, George H. Frampton 
Rod Kubat Megan M. Anknucci 

\YHITFIELD LA\\' +++ CHIEF COUNSEL @.I 0 0 2 / 0 0 3  
h 

Wendy Carlson 
Thomas S. Rcavely 
Cary A. Norton 
Mark V. Hauon 
Maureen Roach Tobm 
Jefhcy W. Courter 
AuguSI L3. Landli 
Nchard I ,  Kirschmrlr 

John F. Patino 
jsaon M. Casini 
Roscoe A. Rim. I r .  
I .  Campbell Hclton 
Ani& A. Shutrs 

317 Sixth Avenue, Suite 1100 
Dea Moincs. lows 503094110 
Telephone 515-288-6041 
f acsImIle 515-246-1474 

Of Counasl 
Richard PI. Buenneke 
John C. Eddy 
Harley A. Whirficld 
DCdn DUltOn 

Direct Dial Number 
2 4 e 5 6 8  - 

Rc/cr te File N-r P 
S' 

i-- E . .  Y .  w 
\ c3 % .: 

P -  G 

July 29, 1996 c 

7- vi 
c, 

f 

3 

z- 
* -- * - 

-, e *  

Federal Highway Administration 
FKWA Docket No. MC-96-18 52 
Office of the Chief Counsel 
HCC-IO, Room 4232 8- 

400 Seventh Street, S. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20590 
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Re: Comments of Decker Truck Line, Inc. 

Decker Truck Line, Inc. ("Decker"), of Fort Dodge, Iowa, hereby submits through its 
counsel, the following comments to the rulemaking proceediiig in the above docket. 

Decker supports the proposed rulemaking proceeding to the extent that it would eliminate the 
"satisfactory" and "conditional" safety rating categories. While these categories would, in 
the abstract, appear to be a reasonable measurement of a c a n i d s  performance in the arm of 
safety, the truth of the matter is that far too often there is no correlation between a safety 
rating and a carrier's actual safety performance. One reason is the apparent iiiconsistency of 
examinations conducted among the various regions, and also within individual regions, 
depending upon the individual conducting an examination of a carrier's operations. 
Secondly, the criteria used in  giving a safety rating do not, in many instances, in any way 
relate to a carrier's actual safety performance. Therefore, the imposition of a safety rating 
can be misleading to the public, suggesting that a camer with a "satisfactory" rating has an 
acceptable safety performance record, when, in fact, this may not be the case. Similarly, a 
carrier may be given a "conditional" rating, when, i n  fact, its actual safety performance is 
outstanding. 

Decker respectfully submits that the Federal Highway Administration should carry its 
proposed rulemaking even further, and fully address all issues relating to hours of service. 
The current hours of service regulations have been in effect for many years, and i t  is 
important that they be fully reviewed. Like any other rules and regulations, the hours of 
service regulations must be tested from time to time to be certain that they fulfill the 
objectives for which they were intended, are consistent with current conditions, and do not 
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ullrcasonably impair opcrntions within the industry which is being regulated. While hours of 
scwicc are not the subject matter of the current rulemaking proceeding, it is respectfully 
submitted that these regulations. in their ciinent form, arc neither in the public interas[ UI Ihc 
best interest of motor camerq, their drivers and h e  shipping and rwciviiig public. Thcrc- 
fore, i l  1s urged that a full review of such regulaliuris, with input from the motor carricr 
industry, be conducted and dial apprupriak iiiodifications to the regulations bc proposed. 

Very truly yours, 

William L. Fairbank 


